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may be returned, as the result of the consultation of the two Govern- 
ments, to the Government of Corea. 

Hayashi Gonsuke, [Seal] 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary. 
The 1st day of the 4th month of the 38th year of Meiji. 

I-Hayeng, [Seal] 

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs. 
The 1st day of the 4th month of the 9th year of Kwang-mu. 



Agreement between Japan and Corea Signed November 17, 1905, by which 
Japan Assumed Charge of Foreign Relations of Corea 

The Governments of Japan and Corea, desiring to strengthen the prin- 
ciple of solidarity which unites the two Empires, have with that object in 
view agreed upon and concluded the following stipulations to serve until 
the moment arrives when it is recognized that Corea has attained national 
strength. 

Article I. The Governments of Japan, through the Deparment of 
Foreign Affairs at Tokyo, will hereafter have control and direction of the 
external relations and affairs of Corea, and the diplomatic and consular 
representatives of Japan will have charge of the subjects and interests 
of Corea in foreign countries. 

Art. II. The Government of Japan undertakes to see to the execution 
of the treaties actually existing between Corea and other Powers, and the 
Government of Corea engages not to conclude hereafter any act or 
engagement having an international character except through the 
medium of the Government of Japan. 

Art. III. The Government of Japan shall be represented at the Court 
of His Majesty the Emperor of Corea by a Resident General, who will 
reside at Seoul, primarily for the purpose of taking charge of and direct- 
ing matters relating to diplomatic affairs. He shall have the right of 
private and personal audience of His Majesty the Emperor of Corea. 
The Japanese Government shall also have the right to station Residents 
at the several open ports and such other places in Corea as they 
may deem necessary. Such Residents shall, under the direction of the 
Resident General, exercise the powers and functions hitherto apper- 
taining to Japanese Consuls in Corea and shall perform such duties as 
may be necessary in order to carry into full effect the provisions of 
this Agreement. 

The stipulations of all Treaties and Agreements existing between 
Japan and Corea, not inconsistent with the provisions of this Agreement, 
shall continue in force. 
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Art. V. The Government of Japan undertakes to maintain the welfare 
and dignity of the Imperial House of Corea. 

In faith whereof, the Undersigned duly authorized by their Govern- 
ments have signed this Agreement and affixed their seals. 

Hayashi Gonsuke, [Seal] 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, 
The 17th day of the 11th month of the 38th year of Meiji. 

Pak Che Soon, [Seal] 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs. 
The 17th day of the 11th month of the 9th year of Kwang-Mu. 



Imperial Ordinance No. 267. Organization of the Residency-General and 
Residencies. {Promulgated December 20, 1905.) 

Article I. A Residency-General shall be established at Seoul, Corea. 

Art. II. A Resident-General shall be appointed to the Residency- 
General. 

The Resident-General shall be of Shinnin rank. 

The Resident-General shall be under the direct command of the 
Emperor. In regard to diplomatic affairs he shall make representations 
to His Imperial Majesty, through the Minister for Foreign Affairs and the 
Minister President of State, and he shall receive Imperial sanctions and 
commands through the Minister President of State and the Minister for 
for Foreign Affairs. In regard to all other matters, the representations, 
sanctions and commands as aforesaid shall pass through the hands of the 
Minister President of State only. 

Art. II. The Resident-General shall represent the Imperial Japanese 
Government in Corea and shall exercise general control over all matters 
relative to the foreign Consulates and foreigners in Corea excepting such 
matters as may pass through the hands of the foreign Representatives 
resident in Japan. He shall also have control of such administrative 
affairs of Corea as relate to foreigners. 

The Resident-General shall have control of all political affairs, which 
are, in accordance with the treaties and conventions, to be administered 
by the Imperial and public authorities of Japan in Corea and he shall 
also be charged with all other affairs of control which have hitherto 
appertained to the Imperial authorities. 

Art. IV. The Resident-General may, when he deems it necessary for 



